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Challenge lab students take a field trip to the Riverside Nature Center. 
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Kerrville ISD
Kerrville Independent School District 
is an accredited 5A school district lo-
cated in the beautiful Texas Hill Coun-
try. Kerrville ISD is home to seven 
traditional campuses, one early child-
hood center, and an academic alterna-
tive high school. KISD educates 5,000 
students and employs 700 faculty and 
staff from Kerrville and surrounding 
areas. In Kerrville ISD, students and 
high expectations come first.   All cam-
puses and the district earned the high-
est State Accountability rating, Met 
Standard, in 2016. As a district, Kerr-
ville ISD was one of 24 Texas school 

districts out of more than 1,200 to 
earn the Postsecondary Readiness Dis-
tinction Designation and one of five 
districts in the state to have earned 
the designation three consecutive 
years.  In KISD, we provide “Education-
al Excellence in the Hill Country” and 
ensure that experiences in and out 
of the classroom are those that will 
shape students into productive and 
successful citizens. KISD schools offer 
a top-notch education fostering rela-
tionships and providing experiences 
students will value forever.

All Campuses and the District 

Received the Highest State 

Accountability Rating “Met 

Standard” for 2015-2016

Superior Achievement 

Rating on the Financial 

Integrity Rating System of 

Texas (FIRST)

One of Five Districts to earn 

Postsecondary Readiness 

  Distinction Designation Three

 Consecutive Years 

Educational Excellence in the Hill Country

100% Graduation 

Rate

Tivy AFJROTC

The purpose of the Kerrville Independent School Dis-
trict is to educate all students to be successful and 
productive citizens in a way that meets parent and 
community expectations through continual improve-
ment in curriculum and instruction, a safe and orderly 
learning environment, sound fiscal management, and 
leadership dedicated to excellence.



LEADING WITH 
 The Kerrville ISD Board of Trustees named Dr. Mark Foust as Kerrville ISD Super-
intendent of Schools on December 12, 2016.  Dr. Foust began his career in Fort Bend as an 
English teacher and coach and was promoted to assistant principal after seven years in the 
classroom.  He served as principal of Dulles High School for six years until his appointment 
as assistant superintendent in 2013.  He is proud to have dedicated 21 years of service in 
education to Fort Bend ISD, his hometown school district.  
 Dr. Foust received his Bachelor of Arts in History from Texas A&M University and a 
Master of Education in Administration and Supervision from the University of Houston-Victoria.  
He earned his Doctor of Education from the University of Houston in 2014. 
 Dr. Foust has been married to his wife Shannon for 18 years, and has two school aged 
daughters, Chloe and Avery.  
 “I am honored to become a part of the Kerrville community. I am truly blessed to serve 
as the superintendent of schools and I look forward to continuing the traditions of ‘Educational 
Excellence’ in KISD. It is my desire to work hand in hand with the Board of Trustees, staff and 
community to meet the needs of every student and ensure the highest quality of preparation 
for our nation’s most valuable resource, our children,” Dr. Foust said.  
 Dr. Foust will begin his new job on January 2, 2017.

Jarrett Jachade
Tivy High School

Steve Schwarz
Hill Country High School

Donna Jenschke
Hal Peterson Middle 

School 

Jim Harmon
BT Wilson 6th Grade 

School

Meet 
Our  

Principals

Back row, left to right: Patrick Freedle - Vice President, Curtis Finley, and Jack 
Stevens - President. Front row, left to right: Andree Hayes, David Sprouse, Rolin-
da Schmidt - Secretary, and Vickie Isom. 

Excellence
Welcome to KISD

Our Board of Trustees

Dr. Mark Foust
KISD 

Superintendent

The Kerrville ISD Board of Trustees is a veteran board.  With a combined 
52 years collective service to our district, their heartfelt goal is to provide 
the very best education in Texas to the children of Kerrville. Our seven 
trustees and the superintendent form a strong team and lead the district 
following a well designed blueprint to unite the district toward academic 
excellence and success for all students.



Excellence

LEADERSHIP  KISD
Leadership KISD is a new endeavor designed to develop knowledgeable KISD am-
bassadors and advocates in the Kerrville community. The program consists of four, 
four-hour meetings in the course of a school year. The meetings are led by KISD ad-
ministrators and are held at different KISD campuses around the district. Participants 
can expect to come away with a greater understanding of public education in Texas, 
school accountability, curriculum, testing and finance, as well as a look at specialized 
programs offered in KISD. Participants are asked to attend all four meetings in order to receive a certificate of completion and an 
ambassador lapel pin. Shown above is the first class of graduates of Leadership KISD for the year 2015-2016. 

Amy Billeiter
Tom Daniels Elementary 

School

Julie Johnson
Nimitz Elementary 

School

Amy Ahrens
Starkey Elementary 

School

Holly Jones
Tally Elementary 

School

Leadership KISD
2016 Class

Kerrville ISD
-161.56 square miles
-9 schools
-Second largest employer in Kerr County

Campuses
Early Childhood Center - 3/4 Yr. Olds, HeadStart,  
   PPCD, Tivy Child Development Center
Tom Daniels Elementary School - K-5
Nimitz Elementary School - K-5
Starkey Elementary School - K-5
Fred H. Tally Elementary School - K-5
B.T. Wilson Sixth Grade School - 6th Grade
Hal Peterson Middle School - 7th & 8th Grade
Tivy High School - 9th-12th Grade
Hill Country High School - Academic Alternative 
     School 

2016-2017 Student Race/Ethnicity
African American 1.9%
Asian 1.1%
Hispanic 47.5%
Multi-Ethnicity 1.5%
Native American .2%
White 47.5%

Economically Disadvantaged
54%

Fiscal Management
Earned a Superior Achievement Rating on the 
School Financial Integrity Rating System (FIRST)  
of Texas for 13 consecutive years.

2016-2017 Total Budget
Local Revenue $25,647,000
State Revenue $12,353,000
Federal Revenue $560,000

Tax Rate
$1.18 per $100 valuation

Athletics
District 27-5A

Susana Alejandro
 Early Childhood Center



Kerrville ISD’s nine campuses pride themselves on building relationships and tradi-

tions that will carry from pre-K until 12th grade. Our theme “Educational Excellence 

in the Hill Country” illustrates the role education plays in the lives of students. KISD 

believes in the potential of every child and our staff aims to provide the highest quality 

education that students deserve. Students are successful in part due to the support 

our schools receive from the community. The connection between the students, staff 

and the Kerrville community instills a sense of pride in KISD, our state and our nation. 

WE’RE CONNECTED



The need to help students make connections and 

build relationships is important to KISD. In this 

magazine, you will get a glimpse of the people and 

programs that help KISD students achieve success.  

It takes many people working together to meet the 

needs of our diverse student population. Academics, 

extra-curricular activities, talented staff and a com-

munity willing to support the endeavors of our future 

leaders all work collectively to achieve success. We 

are all connected in KISD.



TEACHERS
of the 

Year

Our

 The Kerrville ISD Teacher of the 
Year program is made possible by our 
community partner, the Kerrville Public 
School Foundation (KPSF). The mission of 
KPSF is to serve as a catalyst for involv-
ing the community in the enhancement and 
achievement of academic excellence for 
the children of Kerrville ISD by providing 
financial assistance not available through 
state or local funding.
 The Teacher of the Year program 
is designed to recognize exceptional class-
room teaching within Kerrville ISD. Each 
year, two Teacher of the Year awards are 
given: one to a pre-school through 5th 

grade level teacher, and one to a 6th 
grade through 12th grade level teacher. 
Teachers are nominated by students, 
peers, parents or community members 
and undergo a rigorous selection pro-
cess. Each applicant creates a portfolio, 
is video recorded teaching a lesson and 
is interviewed by a panel of five individu-
als - three KPSF board members and two 
community members. A monetary award 
of $2,500 is given to each recipient and 
is honored at the KISD End-of-Year Cele-
bration.  
 The 2015-2016 teachers of the 
year were April Buckley de Garcia, Tivy 

High School Spanish teacher and Nieves 
Stevens, Nimitz Elementary School 3rd  
Grade math teacher. 
 High school Spanish teacher, April 
Buckley de Garcia’s road to becoming a 
teacher was not a straight path. Her path 
led her to Costa Rica, El Salvador, Chicago, 
Central America and to the corporate world 
before she began teaching. 
 However, the twists and turns she 
experinced along this path are the adven-
tures she uses as a storytelling tool to help 
her students dream about their own possi-
bilities in life. 
 “One afternoon last year as class 

Kerrville Public School Foundation Awards Teacher of the Year Recipients



TEACHERS
Year

Kerrville Public School Foundation Awards Teacher of the Year Recipients
came to a close I had an epiphany: my sto-
ries, my adventures...they shape kids’ imag-
inations. They help them see that there is a 
huge world out there and it is not impossible 
to see and experience it; if I could do it, so can 
they,” De Garcia said. 
 De Garcia instilled the story-telling 
aspect in her own students’ minds. Her stu-
dents utilize their new language skills in the 
community as they travel to KISD elementary 
schools to read Spanish children’s books to 
kindergarten and first grade biligual students. 
 Here, students are able to not only 
practice their new foreign language skills 
with native Spanish speakers, but also show 
younger children that diversity is important. 

 “I am a dedicated educator. I com-
mit myself to my students in much the same 
way I commit myself to my family. Children 
deserve to be challenged, believed in, and 
supported,” De Garcia said. 
 Nieves Stevens was awarded 
Teacher of the Year, but has since left the 
district to work in Somerset ISD. Stevens 
represents all that a Teacher of the Year 
possesses and KISD wishes her well as she 
continues to change the lives of children in 
Somerset. 
   KPSF will begin taking nominations 
for the 2016-2017 Teacher of the Year in Jan-
uary. The next two recipients of Teacher of 
the Year will be announced in May, 2017. 

“One afternoon last 
year as class came to a 
close I had an epiphany: 
my stories, my adven-
tures...they shape kids’ 
imaginations. They help 
them see that there is 
a huge world out there 
and it is not impossible 
to see and experience 
it; if  I could do it, so 
can they.” 
 -April de Garcia

April Buckley de Garcia



Behind every lesson taught in KISD, 

extensive and ongling planning and 

support are in place to ensure stu-

dent success. A variety of courses 

and electives are offered to allow for 

career exporation. Pictured at right, 

Nimitz Elementary students have 

the opportunity to listen to commu-

nity professionals speak about their 

careers. Fire, EMS, State Troopers,  

Police, and 4-H Coordinators have 

been guest speakers thus far. 

“In Career and 
Technical Education, 
we strive to bring 
education and indus-
try together to build 
strong curricula and 
provide students 
with real-life learn-
ing opportunities 
aligned with what 
employers need.”

    -Sylvia Flannery,
Senior Director of  

Curriculum and
 Instruction

Career Education - Nimitz Elementary



KISD offers students flexibility in choosing academic cours-
es while exploring career opportunities and areas of special 
interest. Tivy High School offers numerous advanced-level 
courses, dual-credit courses, and a range of career tech 
courses including agriculture, business, media, health sci-
ences and more. In addition to academics, students may 
also select from a wide range of extra-curricular activities 
beginning as early as the fourth grade. Academic, fine arts, 
social and athletic programs help build relationships, work 
ethic, and social and emotional skills. Because learning nev-
er stops, students are able to build on the skills learned in 
the classroom to further their knowledge in all areas of life.

OF CHOICE
SCHOOLS



GREAT 
Education in Kerrville ISD extends far beyond the classroom walls. Field trips, outdoor education programs, and exploring the community all present 
opportunities for students to learn about their surroundings. Each year, BT Wilson students take a field trip to HEB Foundation Camp in Leakey, Tex-
as, where they learn about fishing, archery, music, plants, animals, water, and responsibility while they explore nature. Students are able to combine 
classroom knowledge with real-life skills outside of the classroom. 

The Tivy High School and Nimitz Elementary Lifeskills classes 

learned about planting seeds and watching them grow. In Ms. 

Kusmec’s class at Tivy, an aeroponic tower garden was used to 

grow several different types of lettuce and other vegetables. At 

Nimitz, students planted tomatoes, cauliflower and several other 

vegetables and learned how to care for the plants in an outdoor 

garden. Nimitz students also learned about hatching baby chick-

ens in an incubator. 

The Outdoors
BTW OUTDOOR ED

NIMITZ LIFESKILLS CLASS

TIVY LIFESKILLS CLASS



Challenge Lab students from all four KISD Elementary Schools took a field 

trip to the Riverside Nature Center. Here, students learned about soil com-

position, butterflies, reptiles, and small animals found in the different areas 

of Texas.

LEARNING 
Natureby

CHALLENGE LABS



The Fall semester was filled with activities ranging from sports, 
band, orchestra and choir to unique learning activities in the 
classroom. KISD prides itself on creative, dedicated teachers 
and coaches  who make learning fun and meaningful. From 
Pre-K to the 12th grade, the connections formed through ed-
ucational experiences and positive working relationships serve 
as a great foundation for student success. 

District
Around the
SNAPSHOTS





Teachers never know where their influence will make a difference in a student’s life, but one of the most rewarding things in educa-
tion is teachers seeing where their “kids” paths lead them. In this section, Tivy Alumni tell their stories about where they began and 

where they have ended up thus far on their journey. Though their career paths vary greatly, they all began in KISD. 

Now?
Where are they

Carter Blackburn Marcus Fifer

Jill Reno
Aaron Acosta & Chris Fikes 

with wife, Tonya



Jill Reno Aaron Acosta
Chris Fikes&

 Call it ironic, but Carter Blackburn’s career in sports broa-
casting began when he was cut from every sport in high school. Carter 
Blackburn is a 1997 graduate of Tivy High School. Because he was 
able to take his talents to the microphone in the announcer’s booth, 
rather than the playing field, his success eventually landed him a job 
with CBS Sports as an on-air commentator. 
 His career began in high school when he started volunteer-
ing for KERV radio broadcasting Tivy football, basketball, baseball and 
softball games, and selling advertising for the radio station. Here, he 
gained so much experience that after high school, he went on to Syr-
acuse University and found himself well ahead of the other students. 
At Syracuse, he earned degrees in both communications and political 
science. 
 His first TV play-by-play job came along in 2001 for ISP 
Sports where he did radio production. Since then, he has worked for 
CSTV/CBS Sports and ESPN announcing a variety of sports includ-
ing the NCAA Basketball Tournament, college football, basketball and 
baseball. He currently works for CBS Sports announcing college and 
NFL football, college basketball and PGA golf. 
 Blackburn’s dedication to sports took a bit of a different path 
to success than most, but he has proven himself successful in the realm 
of sports broadcasting. Blackburn is the second youngest announcer to 
land a job calling the NCAA basketball tournament next to Jim Nantz. 

 Marcus Fifer’s interest in law was inspired by his high school 
Mock Trial coach, Becky Likin. Fifer graduated from Tivy in 2010 and 
went to UT Austin on a full tuition scholarship from the Terry Foundation 
where he graduated with a Bachelor’s in Economics and Rhetoric. At UT, 
he was a member and captain of the University’s Mock Trial team and 
competed at the National Championship tournament on multiple occa-
sions. He is currently a second year law student at Baylor Law School 
where he recently represented Baylor Law at the National Veteran’s Law 
Moot Court Tournament in Washington, D.C. He and his partner won the 
top two awards of the tournament.
	 	“I’ll	always	remember	Becky	Likin	as	the	first	person	to	intro-
duce me to mock trial. It’s been almost ten years, and I haven’t stopped 
since. Tivy’s mock trial program provided an excellent foundation of im-
portant	skills	upon	which	I	have	been	able	to	build,	and	she	was	definite-
ly a catalyst for that. I’ll also never forget Nancy Chipman, then Nancy 
Hunter, and how she insisted her students be informed about important 
matters, both foreign and domestic. She inspired me to actively seek 
information from reliable sources and to think critically about the ways in 
which some events affect both social and economic policies,” Fifer said. 
 Fifer plans to work as a civil litigation attorney, but he hasn’t 
ruled out the possibility to coach a high school or collegiate mock trial 
team. 
 “I believe it [Mock Trial] helps students develop skills that are 
integral to many different aspects of life,” Fifer said. 

 Her love for making jewelry began in 4th grade when she 
discovered her talent for making friendship bacelets for herself and her 
closest friends. Watching her grandfather, Jim Reno,  a famous bronze 
sculptor, was a major influence in her development as an artist. This 
1995 Tivy High School graduate truly knows the struggle of starting a 
business out of a one bedroom apartment with limited resources.
 Jill Reno thought she wanted to attend law school, but life 
took her in a different direction. She attended Schreiner University 
where she earned a business degree and began sculpting with her 
grandfather where she learned valuable techniques that influence her 
style today.  She worked as a dance instructor as she supported herself 
and began to explore her interest in the arts. 
 Her love for travel led her to an art school in San Miguel de 
Allende. Her jewelry making career took off shortly after and she now 
owns and operates a highly successful business which has afforded 
her the opportunity to make jewelry for celebrities such as Jessica Alba, 
Eva Longoria, Kate Walsh, Glenn Close and many more. Her success 
has taken her to many different countries and even to the Grammys, 
but Reno remembers her roots in Kerrville, Texas. 
 “My grandfather taught me that the best art provokes an 
emotional reaction from the viewer. Every time I see someone’s face 
light up after looking at themselves in one of my pieces, I know I have 
accomplished my goal,” Reno said.

 Chris and Aaron may have graduated from Tivy High School a 
decade or more apart, but their talents are proving to be in sync today. 
Chris Fikes graduated from Tivy in 1996 and attended Texas A&M where 
he graduated with a degree in Psychology. There, he met his wife, Tonya 
and the two moved to Thailand where they worked with a college minis-
try for two years. After moving back to Kerrville, Chris and Tonya began 
working as graphic/web designers. Shortly after, Chris wrote a children’s 
book  called If we were in Thailand which was inspired by his experiences 
living in Thailand.  He needed an artist to illustrate his book and Aaron 
Acosta was able to fulfill that role. Aaron recalls working at a construction 
site and in talking with Chris one day, he realized he could provide the 
illustrations for the book. Aaron provided the art work, Tonya colored the 
sketches, and their first children’s book was published. 
 Chris attended Nimitz Elementary and recently returned to 
present his book to Nimitz students. Chris and Aaron both attribute their 
creative skills to their teachers from Kerrville ISD, Mrs. Bridget Putnam in 
particular. 
 Chris aspires to continue writing children’s books as well as 
other endeavors such as the HUG Project, an organization in Thailand 
that is dedicated to preventing, protecting, and restoring children from 
human exploitation and abuse. Aaron plans to coninue illustrating. 

Carter Blackburn Marcus Fifer



HAS
CHARACTER
KISD

     The Character and Kindness Strategy is a dis-
trict-wide, action-oriented movement focused on student 
character development and the promotion of positive 
peer-to-peer interactions. Character and Kindness is 
practiced at all campuses and grade levels, encouraging 
continuity of experiences and a unique connectedness 
among all KISD students. 
 At the elementary level, students exercise 
C.A.R.E (Character And Respect Every day). At the sec-
ondary level, leadership teams are created which are 
comprised of positive, hard-working and compassionate 
students eager to lead through taking action. 
 Character Councils at each campus create op-
portunities for students to show character and kindness 
by leading their school in numerous initiatives such as 
staff appreciation, volunteering in the community, and 
creating school-wide positivity. 
 This Fall, students “gave back” to their schools 
and community. Students from HPMS volunteered five 
Saturdays at St. Vincent De Paul’s food pantry and thrift 
store and ran a food drive on their campus. Students 
from Nimitz, Tom Daniels, Tally, Starkey and HPMS 
showed appreciation by writing thank you letters to the 
KISD transportation department and reading to residents 
at a local nursing home. Hill Country High School stu-
dents prepared a Thanksgiving meal for KISD staff, and 
Tivy students donated turkey dinners to those in need. 
Serving hot chocolate, creating positive post-its, kind-
ness calendars, stocking the clothing closets, and com-
ing together to support those in need are just a few of the 
144 positive actions that took place in 2016. 
 The largest gift of all was given when all cam-
puses combined wrote over 24,000 letters to Santa for 
the Macy’s Make-a-Wish campaign. The campaign was 
led by Zack Reyna who received his “wish” when he was 
7  years old. Zach was diagnosed with an inoperable 

Students make a difference 
by giving back to others

brain aneuyrism and was only given a year to live. Zack 
has beaten the odds and is now a sophomore at Tivy 
High School and his main goal is to help others’ dreams 
come true through the Macy’s Make-A-Wish “Believe” 
campaign. For every letter written, Macy’s donates $1 to 
the campaign. Zack’s goal of 8,500 letters was greatly 
surpassed with the help of his classmates. Zach deliv-
ered over 33,000 letters to Macy’s on December 9 and 
was able to present a “wish” to another deserving young 
person. 
 The Make-A-Wish assembly was planned by 
Tivy’s Antler Leadership Team. Character councils on 
each campus pitched in to help carry out this act of kind-
ness plus many more on their own campuses. 

Above: Zachary Reyna is seated alongside “Santa” after Tivy High School’s assembly presenting Zach with the Santa Letters written from each campus. 
Standing: Members of the Tivy Antler Leadership Team including Paige Butler, Gerard Real, Cameron Poole and “Santa’s Elf”. 
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